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Livestock, Dairyiﬁg and Poultry
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éenéral.lmportance

Ckanogan County is the second ranking county of thhiﬂgton‘in cattle and
horses’ and 1s £ifth in the sales of live animals other than poultry, Over ons~

- fifth-of the farms specialize in livestock but livestock and paultry are second-
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‘grossed $3,L08,6L1 for farmers during 1954. Cattle deminated the livestock

in Washington,

industry with sales totaling $2,506,391 in the 1954 crop year, fifth highest
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Livestock raising has changed and ekpanded considerably'in-thé last 30

years,. The total value of all livestock has increased about three«fold sincs

1925, In 195k 211 livestock in the county were valued at $9,600,860, - Cattle
and valves alone were valued at $8,028,000, Major trénds inclide a doubling

-of beef cattle yumbers between 1939 and 195L. Although dairy cattle have been

Total Value of ngnogan County Livestock: $9,600,880
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Figure 10,~ Value of Livegtock on Fafms
. Okancgan County, 155}
(Based. on U.S. Census, Agriculture)



s e Dkanogan County, Washington ..

- "
PG

decreased, milk productian has been expanded, Hogs ahd horses have steadily
: -deereased in the last 20 years, The;ralsing of chickens has declined, while
‘turkey production has been gaining, ~Iivestock that can utilize nasture and
hay and for which ’chere 3.3 2 s'brong market have been generally increased,
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. The cattle population reached a mew high of 79, 800 head in 1956. In 1954

patide wore kepb oni*1, 268" 'fam;-s 1@\‘ ’E., g bréeds onbnumber. ciairy cattle by
‘Wez: L8 46" one” Fand® %é@f Product Mados tyde of livestock enterprise,

=7 CEER 18 e most rameFens- in- ‘the r Okapogen Valley in the Tonasket and

’ aravﬂtile"“clistricﬁasﬂ ; Thera«,. } i E“iargb her(is w:ln‘bered in the valley.

s '-‘Fﬁtéepm?br_ ,siigh'& iiig m%, énd, ,950 numbers of beef cattle :Ln the
g'agrﬁ';y have risen steadHy sine _f93?¢ Wi’hh & total of 73,500 liead in 1956

ny"“baef cattle being raised as. in.193%. :In 195h
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Whole milk produc‘hiorl, ‘however, in bhié same period, has besn inereased and
cream sales have been lowered, Cream production has dwindled to less than onew
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Okanogan County dairymen sold 7,850,000 pounds of whole milk in 195L receiving
$307,000, Dairying is mainly in the upper Okanogan Valley and is primarily for
. filling local fluid milk-and cream markets,

Table 2}, Dairy ‘Produ¢te Sold From Farms
Okanogan County; 1939-195L

Whois Milk Soid Cream Soid Butler Sold
Year From Farms From Farms From Farms
{pounds) | (dollars) | (pounds) | {dollars) | {pounds) | {(dollars)
1939 | 1,871,185 | $239,990! 712,270 $178,000| Y/ i 1/
19kh | 3,276,540 | 383,340| L60,325| 230,000 — —
1954 | 7,850,405 | 307,320 171,9L0 87,510 - -
1/ Butter sales off farms are too small for enumerabions

Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture
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In common with a general state-wide trend, the raising of hogs has been
deoclining in recent years, Hoge increased slightly between 1939 and 19hl, tut

after World War IT dropmed to 2 low of h.0313 heagd The snurte ranlrad alavanth
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in the state in hog numbers in 135k, Over 260 farmers were feeding hogs in
1954 and they sold about 3,490 head grogésing $111,000 in that year, The number
of farms selling hogs and the numbers of hogs sold declined sharply between

1949 and 195L. The income from sales of live hogs declined sven more, In
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recent years commercial hog raising, particularly feeding, has not been profits
able, The raising of pork for farm butchering and on-farm use has zlso beceme

less common, Hog raising in Okanocgan County is often on dairy farms, The
Oroville area is the principal hog raising distriet, followed by farms sure

rounding Omek and Okanogan,

Sheeg

Okanogan County ranked fifth among the countiee ‘of the state in sheep
mmbers in 1954 but there were only about.one~half as many sheep in the county
as in 1939, Between 1949 and 195l numbers increased by 75 percent with a total
of 14,907 sheep in the county in 195L. 4 total of 96 operators sold 13,100
head of sheep alive for a gross of $190,000 during 1954, This made sheep the
fourth most important source of livestock income in that year in the county.
The number of farms selling sheep doubled and the mumber of sheep sold more
than doubled betwsen 19L9 and 195L. Sheepmen also sold 102,000 pounds of wool
in 195h, the sixth highest volume in the state.

Horses and Mules

Horses and mules for farm work, transportation and logging have declined
in importance greatly in the last 30 years as tractors and other vehicles have
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..-been put. into yse, The Censua. epum

aLe 23 i -horses and males: in the count

‘ < blia - The county ranked second in. the:state
,in.numbeyrs.of horses and mules during:195kL,. ‘With:a:large dred of opén range .
.1 and.use cf horses in-cattle ranching; packing'and recreation,:the:horseis still

248 1939 compared with 3,462:4n-1951 o
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- ’~:importan{'"int‘hec°°untYO Mogt h _333»-:- S 2018 LYDeR Wiltll WorK nor
- limited to less than 150 farms, . ;Sales of :Horses and mules in-195) were

‘made by
. 82 farms which s0ld 171 head for a gross return of $11,000, The Colville Indian
Regervation 1s noted for horses,-containing:900 head kept on 150 farms, Horses .
also are qguite common in the. Okanogansand Methow Valleys, generally being kept
on about 1,000 farms in numbers of 1 to 3 head per farm, o :
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1939 | 93169 | 31592610 9,500 - B
S 1933 18,208 39,009 |- - -9 02 L e T
N 949 |"S37221 8,579 “U5,k62 o et
1954 | U907 | . 3,u82

Source: V.S, Census, Ag riculture L
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% : - Poultiry.and-poultry productesare avother fairly important source 'of ‘in-
irwideie Soilkanogam County farmers: \Until recent yeuts poultry’ was ‘the third most
it Sdmportanti portion of - the-Yivestotk industry in the county, :OChickens Tedched a
ot of. Bver 75,000 during’ the-eardy 15L0%e, In 195k the Cenbiis found 19,183
- dindey the seventeenth: Highest ttotal ‘{nthe state, A total’ of 511 farms Few
: @brted: selling poulbry andseges- in 195k, narketings' worth: $4§,000 per-year
- P33 ompared-yrith:$202;000: during: 199y The: ilinber of peliltey fertis alsd' deereased
eggs and chickehis have’ all: dscreasnd
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Table 26, Chiékens ’ Egg Production and Turkeys =~ .° 70T
Okanogan County, 1939-195L

‘ i
-:Years

Obiokens | Bgg Frodoebion| Tiwkeys Baieed = .
S Nl ) G A M
Lo 19394 S Thy085 5855807 | 87O o |

SN ’:.‘ R _‘195’4 .‘.'h?,iﬁ}-" - _226,927 _/ B 63&96: e ”‘ - -
"1/ Eges sold by farmers; doee not include eggs . . ..
consumed on farms, . e
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Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture e el
c ol rasihe production and sale-of eggs.is the most important part of the poultry
.~ Andustry, - In 195k, there were L27.producers . of eggs for.-ssle.and total egg

. 891les approximated 227,000 dozen per year returning $98,000 to producers,
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The sale of chickens for the fresh meat market was second and the total was
about $23,000,

The raising of turkeys has been increasing recently, Turkeys seem to be
almost everly divided in vhe county between light and heavy breeds. Numbers
declined from 1939 to-the posi-war period, out in recent years reached a new
peak with 6,496 birds reported in 1954, " The county ranked fourteenth in turkey
raising, The number of farms Leeping turkeys went up from a hindred to over
160 between 1949 and 1954, Most turkey produstion is located-in -the central .
Okancgan Valley in the vicinities of Omak and Okanogan,

Small Anirial Indusiry: Bees, Goats, Fur Animals

‘Beewkeeping' is an important activity 'on 'z few farms in the Okanogan and
Methow Valleys, Bee keeping and commereiz} production of honey is greater than
in the .1920e ‘and 1930's, As fruit growing has expandéd so has bee~keeping
increased betause beee arm as important for pollenizing apple orchards as they
are for honey, -According to the 1950 Census, Okanogan County was fifth in the
state in numbers of bee hives, About 20 farms keep bees for commercial honey
and for pollenizing service. Recent surveys have shown that the Tonasket area
has over 1,475 commercial hives and Omak and Oroville districts have about 200
commepreial hives each, ~Cpmmercial honey production of the Okanogan Valley was
estimated at over 324,000 pounds in 1956,.valued at aboub $65,000 to the bee
keepers, = .. AP . .o - K

Goats were kept on only L3 farms in 1954, There were 268 head of goats
enumerated and they were all of the dairy types, Goat.raising was practically
all on a non-commercial basis, Rabbit ang fur farming is.en a.minor seale,
There were 150 farms keeping rabbits for home uge in 1950 secerding to the
Census. Recent directories of fur animal breeders show that there are eight
fur farms, There were six chinchilla farms in 1956, five in the Methow Valley
ﬁsar Twisp and Winthrop, There are two mink farms, one at Oroville and ome at

auconda, o
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Table 27, Olanogan Courtiy's Rank.Ccmpared With
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o7 Number _of farmSeseecesscen ewe 4o 13- [ o 1,770 farms o 198L.
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Ay ﬁ*'D&irY and- pouldry ‘produets éold = B ! :
" Value of dairy products sold.ewes | 2l 394,828 dollar
Whole2 milk BOIdtono-ocoscntntoooo 23 ?,853’000 pound&
" Valus af noultrme nvadunds ae 11! LA 3411 awiem
YO ARIT !JV“UJ.J y‘vuu“\lun.‘..‘... j v} ’UL}U VYULAMAL O
- Chickens SOldooco‘ooo--oo-oooan.t_A 28 18 71h birds
Egga BOld.OOOOO.IbQQQl...QQ.cbc.o 25 266,927 dozen
Eortant creps harvested
7 rrulbﬁnooooooqoo-.ooo-o-o.oao-oao ) 3 Ld,)db acreas 195h7
- Alfalfagoononooq,oooootlna--tlull 6 26‘100 acroa l95h
A"Wheat...u........u............. ; 15 26,100 acres 1951‘.
OatBIOOOCOCIlOOQOQOo-.a-llbltclo. 17 .3,100 acras 195)4
Sources: U, S, Cenaﬁs,_Agriculture, 195k, .

U, S, Census, Fopulation, 1950.
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